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President Sonne Writes 
From England 


September 5th, 1947 


Dear President Everton: 


I was very glad to receive your letter of August 26th. I marvel 
at the genealogical work which you have been able to accomplish. I 
rejoice in the success which has attended your efforts. I have run 
across several of your “How Books” in the European Mission and I 
imagine therefore that they have had general distribution. I discussed 
their practibility with Brother Archibald F. Bennett who is in Europe 
touring the mission in regard to microfilming the records wherever 
they are available. There is much to do in this respect. He is at present 
in Sweden but has not been able to secure a military permit to enter 
Germany. In this latter country there are millions of names which | 
might be available if proper approach could be established. In Denmark 
the work is under way and will eventually be completed unless un- 
forseen developments occur. Much of the work is already done. Brother 
Bennett recognizes your ability and is much impressed with what you 
are doing. 


| 


In England the genealogical work is going forward. A good organ- 
ization has been effected with an office here in London at the head- 
quarters of the British Mission. It is headed by James R. Cunningham 
who has a number of workers in the field. Microfilming is also under 
way here on a large scale. I was in Switzerland a week ago and met 
Brother Billeter. He has more work than he can do and he has not 
set up an organization such as they have in England. Although he is 
getting along in years I believe he does good work. I hope, however, 
that he will see the importance of enlarging his staff of workers and 
thus get others trained in the work. 


Steps were taken at the recent conference of Mission Presidents | 
of the European Mission to strengthen and enlarge the scope of the | 
genealogical work in the various countries. It was suggested that the | 
mission president in each mission appoint someone to have charge | 
of the work who will be responsible to him and that organizations | 
be set up in order to better carry on the work. There is much interest 
throughout Europe in genealogy. People are becoming family conscious 
and in some cases are spending large sums to find out something 


about their family background. 


In Copenhagen, a month ago, I called on my father’s cousin, a 
woman of 75. When I told her I was interested in genealogy she im- 
mediately produced books and records in which references were made 
to the Sonne family. She has promised to supply me with some in- 
formation dealing with my ancestry. I recently received a letter from | 
her stating that she was working to assemble genealogical data to | 
send me. She appeared to live fdr nothing else than to make her | 
researches into the family line. While I was in Copenhagen a John 
Sonne called to see me. He had read my name in the paper and 
came to make inquiry about my family background. He told me about 
a Dr. Sonne who had compiled a history of the family. After a little 
investigation I found that all of these people belong to the same 
family tree. I have made arrangements to meet Dr. Sonne when I 
return to Denmark in the near future. He was away on vacation when 
I was there the last time. You will see I could very easily become 
interested in genealogical work. 








I have read your paper, “The Genealogical Helper’, which came 
(Continued on Page Seven) 


A Question And Answer 
Department 


Since the Genealogical Helper was announced, quite a number have 
expressed a hope that we will have a question and answer department 
in our new paper. We'do not know just what they had in mind. There 
are different kinds of questions. Some are to be answered by the editor 
or some other well informed man, and simply call for an explanation, 
others call for genealogical data and are to be answered by some 
genealogist who may see the question in the paper, and who has the 


genealogical data asked for. 


We are not able to publish the questions which call for genealogical 
data to extend the pedigree of the inquirer. That sort of a department 
would call for a lot more space and a lot more work than we are able 
to give. Besides there are a number of publications which cover the 
ground for such a department quite well. One such is the Genealogy 
Exchange published by Mrs. Bea Robins at 2230 Delta Ave., Long 
Beach 10, Calif. This paper is published twice each month and sub- 
scribers are permitted to insert queries free. There is a special 
price in effect this month, One Dollar a year. Our Question Box 
is going to be different. We will publish answers as fast as our 


| space will permit. There will be no charge for this service. Any reader 


of this paper may submit yuesiiuns but ihe answets io the questions 
must be of general interest. To illustrate: If you ask for the name 
and parentage of your grandfather, the answer will be interesting to 
no one outside your family. But, if you ask us to suggest things to do 
to find the record of your great grandfather who resided th King 


| William County, Virginia, at the time of the American Revolution, the 


answer may be helpful to all those who had ancestors residing in that 
part of Virginia a hundred and fifty years ago. In answering your 
question we might tell you of family histories that have been published, 


of genealogists who reside in King William County, of the location of 
| grave stone records from that county, of records of marriages, etc. 


If we cannot answer your question, why of course, we won't. This 


| will not be a new experience to us as our old letter files will reveal 


many such questions. If you have gone as far as you can on a certain 
line and just can’t think of anything more to do, submit the problem 
to us. We have sometimes been able to help. Give us all the informa- 
tion you have and tell us what you have done if you want the best 
results. A friend submitted a question regarding an ancestor who 
resided in Tennessee and gave considerable data. After reviewing the 
records quite carefully we wrote him that in our opinion his ancestor 
came from a certain county in Pennsylvania, and advised research 
there. The answer was a good discussion of methods of research and 
would fit into our proposed Question Box very well. But it had no 
value for the man who submitted the query. He wrote back, “Yes, you 
are right. My folks did come from that part of Pennsylvania.” When 
you submit your question be sure that you do not omit some vital 
information. Your question need not be 2 long genealogical question. 
You may ask, “How can I get a death certificate in Oregon”, “How 
can I tell just what relation a distant cousin is to me”, “Where do I 
write to get a copy of a will in South Carolina?”. 


During the month we have received a number of letters asking 
for advice and so we are answering some of them in’ the Question 
Box in this issue. 

Our readers are invited to submit queries to be answered in future 
issues of this paper. 
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We may all learn lessons from 
bees and ants, and though gold 
mining ard genealogical research 
are far removed from each other, 
the genealogist may larn a lesson 
from the gold miner. 


Gold) There 
We lived for some time in the 
little town of Placerville in Cali- 
fornia. Nearly a hundred years 
ago, gold was discovered in Cali- 
fornia, just about six miles from 


this town. Placerville soon became | 


the center of extensive gold ‘‘dig- 
gins” and at one time was larger 
than San Francisco. After a’ few 
years the whole country, around 
about had been dug over and the 
gold taken out. Still we often 


heard of someone who had found, 


a big nugget in their back yard 
or out in the pasture. 

While the golden days when 
fortunes were dug out of the 
ground in a few months are no 
more, there are still gold miners 
there. First there are quite a 
number of individuals who like 
the outdoors and who live in tents 
or huts along the streams, out, in 
the wild country. They fish and 
hunt and to get money for grocer- 
ies they “pan” gold from the soil 
along the banks of the streams. 
That is they put a shovel full of 
soil on a pan and add some water, 
then shake it around so the part- 
icles of gold are loosened from the 
soil and settle to the bottom. in 
this way they collect enough gold 
to sell for forty or fifty dollars in 
a month. They have no particular 
method to guide them in digging 
for fish bait or in digging for gold, 
just keep. on digging. 


Other Kind 


The other minesr are large com- 


panies who buy up large tracts of 
unproductive land, in the. part. of 
the country where gold nuggets 
are to be found. There are not 
enough gold nuggets in this earth 
to justfy working it over by hand 
but with the machinery they dig 
it, down as far as the gold bearing 
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| dos: not ask is this,;important, | will 
this do me any good? He writes 
levemything and when it is all ~as- 
‘sembled, the unimportant things 
often prove to be very important. 
References ) | 
When you findthe beport of one 
,of the scientifi cgenealogists, you 
|find numerous references guch as 
“Was ‘witness to (the! wil, 4 of.” 
“Was a witness in court.” “Sold a 
|}parcel of land.” “Served on_ the 
| Jury.””’ A ‘man who serves on a 
jury' tells» his age, his ‘piace of 
residence and often his piace oi 


Birth. It may take & lot oF hunting | we are waiting we refresh our memories with those details which are 


; through ‘eourt records but: there is 
;much information that, can. b 
found only by searching. 
It nay) be that your Means may 
;not make it advisable to, make so 
thorough a search as to go into 
all records at one time, You can 
however use this method in the 
search you do make: Whatever 
you do, do it, theroughly so that 
is.. wil] . not be. necessary..to, go 
over the same ground again. Make 
/a record, a good durable record 
| telling just’ what you searched 
|and just where you found every bit 
| of information that you did find. 
Make your record plain so that 
your children in years to come 
can take up the work just’ where 
you left off. ‘Don’t put names on 
your pedigree chart if there is 
any doubt about their being your 
very. own people. 
name which you think belongs to 
one of your people, it is good prac- 
; lice to write the name, in, the 
Place where you think it. belongs. 
with a question mark after it. 
Accuracy Vital 

Thon write an explanation tell- 
ing where you found the name 
and why you think it is your own 
| people and also why there’ may 
| be some doubt about, it. Then the 
next searcher. that come can_ take 
up the work just where you left 
off. . 
Professor who 


Ferris taught 


| 
| 
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Weare publishing the following letter from Mr. Clifford Hartley, 
who is a professional genealogist and who lives in Lancaster, near 
Manchester;. England, because we think it will give our readers @ 
clearer picture of genealogical research over there. 

193 Kidlow Lane. 
Wigan; Lanes: 
25th July 1947 
Dear Brother Everton: 

Once again I take time out to write you relevant te genealogical 
matters on this side of the Atlantic. It would™be‘as well I think # 1 
were to take your readers with me to Manchester on a short trip and 
help them see the difficulties that face us in that modern city. 

Leaving home at 7:30 a. m., we catch a train that gets us in the 
city at about 8:30 a. m. and then we walk slowly across to the Refer- 
ence Library, arriving there shortly before, the doors open, and whilst 


| the most pertinent to the problem we have in hand. The doors open 


If you find a} 


soil extends and wash it and get|0ok keeping in the U.S. A.C} 


the gold. They. treat ‘all the soil 
from the top to the bottom and 
over eevry foot of land that they 
purchase. 

How are you working on your 
genealogical research? Like the 
miner who digs his fish worms 
and his gold nuggets any old place 
where it looks inviting, or do you 
go about it methodically, book by 
book, county by county, family by 
family, gathering. every particle 
of available information? This 
latter method is called the scien- 
tific method. The ‘scientific gene- 
alogist finds a reference to the 
man whose genealogy he seeks, he 


\ fifty years ago, often. told 
| Class, “Always, leave your books 
‘at night so that if you should die 
|before morning your successor 
}would have no difficulty in under- 
; Standing every. entry.in them.’ 
,That is very good advise for the 
genalogist only we might add 
|“Make them so plain that yotr 
| Successor can understand them 
| though he does not take hold till 
| you have been dead for twenty- 
| five years.” Make your research 
one long well planned program 
and not an aimless job like dig- 
ging fish worms’ wherever. you 
;¢an, find, them. 
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and we enter and make our way to the reference section which is hous- 
éd' in a’ very ‘big’ circular building with shelves all around the walls 
upon which are placed: the. ‘open books’, i. ¢.; the books that can be 
used by anyone. But we,need special. books and for these we make 
application at the counter and are asked for our special permit which 
has to be obtained from the Librarian before we can be permitted te 
have the registers we desire. 

The time being 9:10 a. m., we now adjourn to our table which 
must. be one that is close to the desk so that when we get the books 
we are under the constant surveillance of the clerk in charge, and 
then again we study the work in hand. You wonder why all this detail 
but you will understand when f tell you it takes anything from half 
an: hour to three quarters of an hour before we get our books, as they 
have to.be brought up from the basement where tHere is approximately 
200 miles of shelves and over a million books. It is of decided help to 
researChess inasmuch as the Manchester Library has one of the best 
collections of transcripts of parish registers there is in the country but 
too many people think because of this that the work of searching is 
easy. Far from it. These registers are handwritten and one set of 85 
volumes. is not indexed and when it comes to actual reading it is very 
slow and laborious, I have been able to search two only of these books 
in one day after eight names and the time taken has been nine hours. 
Apart from the library there are register transcripts at the Manchester 
Cathedral the size of which are approximately 2’10” long by 1°10” 
wide and 3 to 4 inches thick and about 150 upwards of entries on each 
page and the writing is very small and in some cases almost faded off. 
Again time is taken in reading and the only satisfaction the reader 
has is the fact that these are the true article and not liable to error 
as a private transcript would be. 

The registers of the next largest parish of St. John are also 
available but again these are smaller volumes and make slow reading. 
It ,would appear from some of the letters that I get the folks over 
there have the idea that it is just a matter of going to the parish 
and getting those volumes relating to the particular years they wish 
and then’ searching them. In a certain way this is true, but in ALL 


| CASES I have received so far no one has been able to tell me the 


definite parish in which their work lies, This is a very big snag as 
one parish very close to Manchester, namely Eccles, has the registers 
for three other suburbs that are definitely suburbs of Manchester 
and yet are not included in its registers. To search these registers one 
is faced with the same problem as at Almondbury near Huddersfield, 
that of each parish having each year entered consecutively in the big 
registers and not having them kept in a register particular to their 
own parish. 

Salford again is a very difficult parish to handle as it also has 
many of its pedigrees interwoven with both Manchester and Eccles 
and in the eastern portions the lines drift into Ashton under Lyne 
and Oldham. As these places are all interconnected. by houses and 
regular bus services it, does not follow that research is easy. For 
example it would be easier to pay $10 railway fare and visit an 
outlying village and then the parsons fee and searching one village 
registers than it would be for me to go to Manchester for 75¢e and 
then commence a search in a vaguely defined area, because the time 
taken in. the first case would be one:.or two days at the most but in 
the latter case time. could not be reckoned within one week. It is 
therefore advisable to those who have research work in this area 
that they ask for a certain length of time to be spent on their research 
and forward funds they think would cover that period. 

Personally I do not have a fixed charge but I try to give as much 
time to, a patron’s work as I can and in many cases I have exceeded 
the funds allowed but have enjoyed the work performed for it bas 
brought forth results which I otherwise would have missed had I 
stopped at the end of the funds. 

Sincerely yours, 
Clifford Hartley. 
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Prove “All Things Library Lore 


Did you ever think to inquire if the record of your ancestors which 


was handed down from your grandfather is a correct record? Did| Things You Need to Know 


- ~ Be boils te ob 
you ever wonder where he got his information? Did it ever occur to | About a Genealogical Library 


you there may be serious errors in the dates or places? Our experience 
is that these “handed down” records are often full of errors. A visitor 
te the library recently was looking for information on several lines 
but on one line he said, “We know all about this family.” The ancestor 
came to America in 1683 and went direct to Chatham County, North 
Carolina. When we suggested that there might be an error in this bit 
of history, he would hear nothing of it. His grandfather who came west 
in 1849, had left a piece of paper with this information on it and there 
could be no question about its correctness. We hunted up a history 
ef North Carolina which told cf the early settlement in the extreme 
northeast corner of the state. It said that in 1704 the settlements had 
extended no farther west than the Chowan river which is still in the 
north corner of the state, And Chatham county, located in the central 
part of the state, was not formed until 1750. “Well,” he said, “I must 
do some, more research.” 

These old records which have been handed down for generations 
are not so absolutely correct that there is no need of questioning their 
correctness, Our own experience tells us that they were often not 
written by the original characters but were family traditions for one 
er more generations and when they were written they were full of 
imaccuracies, 

Here are some of the things to look for. Check on the names. We 
eften find the generations mixed, great grand fathers listed as grand- 


fathers, etc. Cheek on places. There are often names of towns which | 


never existed, as “Horse Neck’, Connecticut. That is the name of a 
small river or creek, there was no town of that name. But when it 
was handed down for a generation or two, iastead of being born on 
she Horseneck he was born in Horse Neck. And check on dates. It is 
so easy to get dates mixed up and it is very often done. 

See that all the old records are preserved. They will form the basis 
fer investigation and in very many cases they will be found to be 
eorrect. 


Purpose Of Temple Work 


We are wondering if all who go to the temple have in their minds 
very clearly just why they are performing ordinance work for the dead. 

Perhaps some of our readers who do not go to the temples at all, 
will be interested in. knowing, just why the Mormons work in the 
temples for the dead. We are going to dedicate a number of our 
editorials to an explanation of this work as we understand it. 

Jesus said “Except a man be born of water and of the spirit he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of heaven.” Our church believes that 
this refers to baptism and they interpret it to mean that baptism is 
essential to salvation, : 

Our church also teaches that God is a just God and that all his 
children will receive justice at his hands. We further believe that 
many honest souls have lived when the true gospel was not on the 
earth and these honest souls who wouid have been baptized and 
become faithful church members if they had heard the gospel; died 
without hearing it. 

As baptism is essential, these honest souls» must im «some | way 
receive baptism or they will fail to be saved in the kingdom of our 
God. 

We believe that the Gospel of Christ is preached to those who are 
spirits of men who have lived on the earth, else why does Peter say 


that Christ, while his body lay in the tomb, went and preached to the | 


spirits in prison who were disobedient in the days of Noah. Why this 
preaching if there is not a chance for them to accept the gospel? 

In the ancient church the saints were baptized for the dead. Paul 
says “Why are they then baptized for the dead, if the dead rise not 
at all?” The natural result of all the above statements and beliefs is 
that the Mormons should believe in saptism for the dead. 

The Prophet Joseph Smith received revelations on the subject and 
it was shown to him that the ordinances to be performed for the dead 
should be performed in temples built especially for the purpose. He 
also received revelations explaining that certain. other ordinances 
are necessary for those who would be admitted in to the highest glory. 
of all, after this life. These included sealing of husbands to wives and 
of children to parents, It is a part of the belief of the Mormons that 
the family relations will continue after this life. That is, if a man and 
woman are sealed or married for time and all eternity by the proper 
authority in the temple the relation of husband and father and wife 
and mother will continue after the resurrection. / 

Faithful Latter-day Saints are married in the temple and are 
anxious that their children should go to the temple also. 

In addition to this each individual in the church has been given, by 
revelation, the responsibility of tracing his own ancestry as far back 
as possible and seeing to it that the temple ordinances (baptisms, seal- 
ings, étc.), are performed for each person on their family tree. Very 
briefly, that is the reason that the Latter-day Saints all over the world 
are interested in genealogy and temple work for the dead. 


| We'know that many of our read- 

ers live far from a genealogical 
jlibrary and we presure many do 
jnot know too much about such 
|libraries. Yet if one is to be suc- 
cessful in genealogical research he 
must have some knowledge of 
| genealogical books and genealogic- 
}al libraries. This is the first of a 
series of articles telling about 
| libraries and books and how to use 
| both of them in research. This may 
not be interesting to the fellow 
who lives in Boston or New York 
and who is well acquainted with 
the great libraries of these great 
cities. We hope to make it interest- 
ing to the average ger: + ‘ogist who 
lives west of .the Mississippi 
whether he lives near a library 
or out in the country far from 
one. 


There is an endless variety of 
genealogical books including bi- 
ography, family history, town and 
county history, national history of 
many nations, church history and 
statistics, history of schools, of 
factories, history of the movements 
of people, census reports, court 
records, records of wills and deeds, 
gazatteers, encyclopedias, atlasts. 
Usually these are lumped off to 
make just a few divisions. In our 
Logan library we have The Family 
History Section, which includes all 
books that pertain to one family. 
Someone said the Library of Con- 
gress has near 20,000 family his- 
tories. This figure may not be 
exactly right, but the catalog issu- 
ed by the Library of Congress in 
1919 seems to have 10,000 such 
books. 

Then there is The American 
Publication Section. This section 


contains books that pertain to 
more, than one state. Then there 
is a division for each of the states 
and Canada an danother large di- 
vision has books pertaining to the 
countries. of Europe. 

In. most, libraries. there is out 
near the front,. 4a cabinet contain- 
ing index cards. In preparing these 
cards the ,librarians..have. gone 
through the, books of the library 
page by page and have written on 
the cards the names of the books 
and the page where family his- 
tories or pedigrees can be found. 
When the cards are filed one may 
turn to the cards that pertain to 
the Taft Family and there you 


/have all the books in the library 


with Taft Family Genealogy. An- 
other part of the card index per- 
tains to places, Thus if your Taft 
Family came from York County, 
Maine, you can refer to the cards 
from that county and there you 
have listed all the books in the 
library with information pertain- 
ing to that county with some ref- 
erence to the kind of information 
in each book. 


The larger libraries have . the 
books numbered so that you 
find record of a book you 
want to examine you can the 
number to the librarian 
can find your book very ly. 


No one can tell you whet 
information you want is if @ town 
history, a family history, a war 
record, a biography, a ch rec- 
ord or some other book. c 
are you will look over many Kinds 
of books before you find all the 
information you want. In a-future 
article we will tell of borrowing 
genealogical books, so the above 
information may come in handy 
even though you never see a 
genealogical library. 


President Sonne 


(Continued from Page 1) 


with your letter. It is a worthy publication and will arouse much 
interest in the various phases of genealogical work. It should be in 
the hands of all workers. I suggest that you write a letter to each 
|one of the European Mission Presidents and get the names and 
| addresses of the genealogical workers in “their respective fields. Your 
paper and your book would be very helpful to them. I am enclosing 
names and addresses of the Mission Presidents, also the address of 
Brother James R. Cunningham in charge of the work in Britain. He 
is most energetic and enthusiastic about his work, 

Europe is suffering from the aftermath of the war. Many people 
are scantly fed and clothed. The ravages of war are visible everywhere. 
Nations are bankrupt and people are tired and exhausted from. the 
trials and hardships endured during the war years. Many of them 
are undernourished, sickness and disease are rampant, governments 
are threatened and economic disaster is feared. Surely we are. living 
in th last days when the prophecies are being fulfilled. 

I was glad to hear that you and Sister Everton are well and I hope 
the same is true of the rest of the family. I congratulate you on the 
success of your important labors and on the ingenuity and determin- 
ation back of it. You are laying a@ good foundation. Your efforts will 
be recognized. 

May God bless you and yours. 

Affectionately your friend and brother, 
Alma Sonne 
Mission President. 
(Editor’s Note: We are’ following President Sonne’s 





about writing to the mission presidents and when we hear from them 
the information they send will be published in ‘The Heiper”.) 
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Question Box) 


————__-_—— 

Questions of a general nature 
will be considered in this column. 
No attempt will be made to trace 
any individual pedigree, but 
general instructions will be given 
which might apply to any family, 
However we will give the name 
and adress of the person submit- 
ting the question to whom let- 
ters regarding the family should 
be addressed. 





Mrs. Rhea OU. Newby, Shelly, 
Ida., wants to trace the ancestry 
of Rebecca Wood who was born in 
Shincliff, Durham county, Eng- 
land, June 1850. 

If you had the exact date of 
birth we would suggest that you 
send to the Registrar of Births, 
Marriages and Deaths, Somerset 
House, London, England and get 
a birth certificate. This would give 
the parents and the street address 
of their residence. As Shincliff is 
a small place it is possible that 
you may still get a birth certificate. 
A fee of five shillings should ac- 
company your application for che 
certificate. A shilling is almost 20c 
and buy the order from the post- 
master. : 

If you cannot give the day of 
birth, it will perhaps be best to 
have the 1851 census searched for 
the family of this girl and her 
family. The office in charge of 
the census is Public Record Office, 
Chancery Lane, W. C. 2, London, 
England. When you write to this 
offive give the names of the head of 
the family and his wife, the best 
possible address and a fee of four 
shillings. Ask them “to make a 
search of the census of 1851. If che 
addressd is faulty it may take 
some searching and you will have 
to employ a searcher. Ask the of- 
fice to give you the name of a 
searcher if a search is needed. The 
census will give the name of the 
head of the family, his wife, and 
all the children, also their ages and 
the place where they were born. 
This will give you the information 
needed to have the parish regis- 
ters searched for further informa- 
tion regarding the birth and par- 
entage of the parents. Instructions 
for having the parish registers 
searched will be found on page 17 
of the How Book of Genealogists 
by Walter M. Everton. Mrs. New- 
by also asked about the Newby 
family of Washington, Durham 
county, England. It appears that 
there is no printed copy of the 
parish register of Washington or 
Shincliff. So you will not find 
this information in any library. 
It would he well to have the par- 
ish register of Washington search- 
ed for this family. 

Before you start on this, make 
sure that no one else has already 
made the search. 


Mrs. Ethel Belnap Garner, 1010 
Sullivan Road, Ogden, Utah wants 
to know how to find a record of 
her great grandfather Heary Ham- 
mon or Hammond who was pro- 


—@ | bably born in Maryland about 1775. 





He married Mary Russel and died 
in Millwood, Ohio. It took us 
twenty-five years to find out 
about our great grand father who 
died in Ohio. We think there are 
hundreds of others whe have a 
problem just like Mrs. Garner’s. 
Here’s what we would do for a 
grandfather who was born in 
Maryland. We would see if the in- 
formation could not be found in 
one of the libraries in Maryland. 


In our Logan library we have a 
book which lists original sources 
of information pertaining to Mary- 
land families. There is a long list 
of Hammond references and a few 
Russels. Most of these are to be 
found in the Maryland Historical 
Society Library, 201 West Monu- 
ment St. Baltimore ,Maryland. 


Then they have quite a number of 
histories and genealogies of the) 
Maryland Hammonds in the Na- 
tional Society D. A. R. Library, 
Memorial Continental Hall, Wash- 
ington, D. C. We would also write 
to the Peabody Institute and the 
Enoch Pratt Free Library, both 
in Baltimore. We would make our 
letter short. Ask about Henry 
Hammond and Mary Russel but 
say nothing about the history of 
the family in Utah. Librarians are 
very helpful. It is not necessary 
to send any money unless there is 


Indexes of Wills from England in 
alphapetic order. Answer! There 
are many volumes of will indexes 
and each one is either arranged 
in alphabetic order or the book has 
a@ name index. (2) Would it be 
possible to rent your new book of 
instruction to genealogical work- 
ers for a few days. I understand 
they are not for sale. There are 
three parts I am specially in need 
of very soon. How to find the 
names of persons now living wn? 
bear your family name, How to 
learn about the descendants of sol- 
diers in the American Revolution 
and how to find the English par- 
ish registers have been printed. 
Answer: The book of instruction 
would not give you the informa- 
tion you desire. It simply telis 


COVERS FOR THE HELPER 


| We have had complaint from 
|some subscribers that the Helper 
jis for a size that makes it dif- 
|ficult to buy inexpensive covers 
lin which the numbers may be 
| inserted as they are issued and 
‘thus build up a book. In our next 
‘issue we will given prices and 
discription of covers that will be 
|exactly the right size, practical 
‘and durable. So you can keep your 
| Papers for another month and 
See what we have to offer. 


'Sepiember Helper Sold Out 
| We did not print enough of the 





of the books that have the infor- | ‘ist number of the Helper to meet 
mation. These books are in the |@ll demands. Of course we had 
Logan library. Some of the good | enough for all subscribers up to 
books to examine for the names of |the time of publication and for 





considerable research and_ then 
they will give you the name of a 
genealogist. The Hand Book of| 
America Genealogy, which they) 
have in many libraries gives the | 
names of quite a number of gene- 


| alogists who are compiling data on | 


the various Hammond and Russell | 
families. Perhaps the Ogden libr- | 
ary has this book. We think it 
good practice to write to them. 

There is a book, Ayers News- 
paper Directory, which can be} 
seen in the office of most daily 
newspapers. It gives the names of | 
all the weekly and daily news- | 
papers in all the states. A little 
classified ad in a few dozen weekly | 
newspapers would not cost much 
and might come to the attention 
of someone who knows. You see 
the information you want may be 
in.a family bible or in a_ family 
record and may not be in print at 
all. 

There are many Hammonds in 
Maryland now. In the Logan 
Library we have a phone directory 
of Baltimore which lists many of 
them. There are no doubt other 
directories in other cities, with 
many Hammonds. We know one 
man who copied a large number of 
names from directories, had some 
mimeographed letters run off and 
mailed them ito all on the list. 
He said the results were very good. 
By getting a special permit from 
the poSt master, letters of this 
type can be sent for one cent each. 
Genealogists are like blacksheep, 
there are some of them in every 
large “herd.” By sending out a 
large number of letters you are 
apt to find some ardent Hammond 
genealogists. , 





Mrs. ©. Merrill Oruser, of St. 


Anthony, Idaho, asks (1) Are the. 





living persons who bear your family 
name are Telephone Directories 
(we have 700 in the Logan Library) 
City Directories. The Handboox 
of American eGnealogy. The Com- 
pedium of American Genealogy. 
Who’s Who in America and various 
directories of business and profes- 
sional men. 

Some of the best books to give 
information regarding descendants 
of Revolutionary Soldiers are Line- 
age Books of the Daughters of 
the American Revolution. There 
are 166 volumes of them. Also 
Sons of the Revolution Year Books. 
of which we have many. They are 
printing parish registers every year 
so an old book on this subject 
is not at all reliable. We have sev- 
veral books which give this in- 


formation but the latest and most | 


reliable are “Catalog of Parish 
Registers in the Society of Geneaio- 
gists Library” and “National Index 
of Parish Register Copies.” One 
of these books supplements the 
other so both have to be examined. 
A very great part of English par- 
ish registers are not printed. 


AVOID OMISSIONS 


Sixty-two years ago our grand 
parents went to the temple and 
received their endowments 
grandfather’s parents. They also 
did the work for a few other re- 
latives whom they could remember 


and the word was handed down to | 


the children 
is all done.” 

We now discover that they did 
not have the sealing done. Sealing 
is such a little thing and can be 
done so quickly that they thought 
the work done when the endow- 
ments were done. No doubt they 


the “temple work 


expected to have the sealing done | 


Soon but they did not. 


The sealing ordinance 
crowning ordinance. All 


is the 


might find omissions in 
temple work just as we found in 


ours. We cannot help what our |that would help other 


for | 


other 
temple ordinances lead up to the 
sealing ordinance. It should never 
be neglected. We suppose others | 
their | Wish to Do Their On Genealogical 


|quite a number of subscriptions 
|that came in later. Where we fell 
|down was on the prospects, those 
who sent in for sample copies. 
We have hundreds of tnese wait- 
ing over till next munth. We are 
| now having many susscriptions 
|come in with the request that we 
|Start with number one. There are 
not enough papers and we simply 
cannot comply with all these re- 
quests. 

There are some articles in the 
first number which seem to us 
quite important. These we will re- 
write and publish, in substance, 
in a future issue. 








|NEW SUBSCRIBERS WANTED 


The price you pay for the Helper 
is not enough to enable us to hire 
agents to find subscribers. We 
|must depend ou our friends to do 
that for us. In many places there 
|are those who have sent in many 
| subscriptions besides their own. 
| We invite everyone of our subscri- 
bers to make an effort to send in 
one or more new subscribers, as 
many more as you can. 





| Assistant Editors Wanted 
| 


The man who edits this paper 
|is doing it because he has been 
called to act as a missionary to 
help people to find their gene- 
|alogy. He thinks it is important 
that interest in genealogy be fost- 
ered and information regarding 
|methods of genealogical research 
be broadcast so as to help gene- 
alogists, everywhere. There is an 
endless variety of things to do and 
proceedure to follow in extending 
bs pedigree. We invite our readers 
to help us in our mission. If you 
know a story that will encourage 
|Some one, or shed some light on 
| ways of finding more genealogy, 
| write it and mail it to the editor 
You will notice the title “Gene- 
alogical Helper, For Those Who 


Research.” If you know something 
readers 


forefathers did but we can usc | Send it along. We think it will be: 
extra care to avoid such mistakes|& good way for you to do mis- 


in our present day temple work. 


isionary work. 











